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Jesuit education has always tried to form and shape the 
whole person:  mind, imagination, body, heart, soul and 
spirit.  In my experience, few things touch all of our senses 
and all the parts of our “being” like travel to new and 
different places.  Travel helps us to see the world from the 
vantage point of people who live in a very different context 
than our own.  It can have a tremendous positive formative 
impact on both our students and our teachers.  Often, 
the journey in space and time is really but an occasion 
for a more important “interior journey” of the heart and 
spirit.  As the days get longer once again after such a 
gray and snowy winter, the thoughts of many in our school 
community, students and adults alike, turn to spring, 
summer and travels.  One of my Jesuit friends says that 
trips like these honor the virtue of “otherwheredness.”    

Some of the destinations of our students and teachers this spring and summer include:

• Over spring break, a group of students and teachers will travel to Spain and see 
towns such as Barcelona and Madrid.

• Four students will head to Chile this summer as exchange students with Chilean 
Jesuit High Schools.  In the fall, four Chilean Jesuit high school students will come 
here.  This is the second year for this program.  

• A group will be working in San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala, during a 17-day service trip 
this summer.  Saint Ignatius has been sending groups to this location for eight years.  

• For over 25 years, Ignatius students have journeyed to Quetico National Park in 
Canada to canoe and camp in the “boundary waters” just north of International Falls, 
Minnesota.  I went on this trip several years ago; it is truly God’s country.  

• Many groups will travel to Kentucky this summer on week-long trips to serve needy 
communities.  Some will frame new houses; others will help to take down dilapidated 
houses; some will help with house and garden chores for the elderly home-bound.  
These trips have been going on since 1987.  (I went to Manchester, Ohio on one 
of these trips with members of the Class of 1988 when they were rising seniors!)  
Almost half of our soon-to-be-senior students choose to give a week of their 
summers for summer service as “men and women for others” in imitation of Jesus 
Christ.  Many seniors report that summer service projects and Kairos retreats have 
the most powerful impact on them of all that they experience through Saint Ignatius 
College Prep during senior year—high praise, indeed!

• Others will head to Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Mississippi for similar experiences.
• A group of hardy science students will be working in Peru to explore remote areas, 

including some in jungle settings.
• Finally, a group of Ignatians will help our neighbors at St. Procopius in Pilsen this 

August, when that parish (staffed by the Jesuits) holds a carnival and street fair– 
their annual “Kermes.”

I am most grateful to all the adults in our community who serve as chaperones and role 
models for our students on all these experiences and in so many other ways.  Along with 
athletic coaches, co-curricular moderators and retreat chaperones, these adults help us to 
form and shape the minds, hearts, bodies, souls and spirits of our students in truly amazing 
ways.  The virtue of “otherwheredness” is certainly honored at Saint Ignatius College Prep.

Many of our students need fi nancial support from the school in order to participate in these 
experiences of travel, learning and service.  Thanks to benefactors like you, we are able to 
provide need-based grants to support their involvement in these important, life-changing 
activities.  We are most grateful!  



Christine and Matt Botica ‘68 Establish Endowment
Saint Ignatius College Prep recently received a generous pledge from Matt Botica ‘68 and his wife, Christine, to fund a schol-

arship that will provide tuition assistance for Ignatius students who are graduates of Chicago Jesuit Academy (CJA).  Matt 

is Chairman of the CJA Board and Christine is a dedicated volunteer at the school, which educates young boys in 5th-8th 

grades. 

The Botica family’s involvement began fi ve years ago when Matt, a family friend of CJA President Matthew Lynch ‘95, met 

with Lynch to discuss his business plan for a proposed Nativity school in Chicago.  The 35 year-old Nativity model of middle 

school education helps prepare children from modest economic backgrounds for the rigors of college prep high schools and, 

later, universities. Nativity model middle schools use small classes, longer school days and a longer school year to help 

children from modest economic backgrounds break the cycle of poverty.  Botica had previously been exposed to nativity-style 

education through former Loyola Academy president and friend, Fr. Ray Callahan, S.J. (now deceased), who was the execu-

tive director of Nativity Preparatory School in Roxbury, Massachusetts.

After learning more about plans for the Chicago Jesuit Academy, Botica was hooked.  He soon began helping Lynch with the 

feasibility study and eventually became chairman of the CJA board, a role which he continues to hold today.  Many Ignatius 

alumni and friends are involved at CJA, including Catherine Cassidy ‘95, the school’s Vice President of Operations and Devel-

opment.  Other close friends of Saint Ignatius also serve on the CJA board, among them John Lahey, Lindy Keiser and Cher-

ryl Thomas.

Christine Botica assists Cassidy in grant writing and other administrative areas and tutors young men in reading.  She also 

is involved fi ne arts arena, arranging for CJA students to meet local artists and visit the Art Institute in Chicago.  Two of the 

Botica’s fi ve children, Kathryn (with husband, Tim Martin) and Leigh (with fi ancé, Russell Dyer), helped to begin a junior 

auxiliary board, “Academy Associates,” which now involves nearly 25 

young adults who tutor, facilitate service projects, assist with fundraising 

and help with school maintenance.  Botica believes his experiences as 

a student at Saint Ignatius in the mid-60s inspired him to get involved at 

CJA as well as make his generous gift to Saint Ignatius College Prep.  

“My family wants to provide the young men of CJA the same opportunity 

I had forty years ago.  Attending Saint Ignatius was a very important part 

of my life and the stepping stone to future successes.  We are fortunate 

to be able to do this for CJA and Saint Ignatius,” said Botica.

The “Botica Family Endowment” will fund the Ignatius education of one CJA graduate each year-- that is, once the fi rst CJA 

class moves through the four-year program.  The school was founded in 2005, so that means its fi rst graduates, if accepted, 

will arrive at Ignatius in the fall of 2009.

It is valuable to mention in this article that Chicago will also soon be welcoming another Jesuit school-- Christ the King Jesuit 

College Preparatory School-- which is scheduled to open in August of 2008.  Christ the King is a Catholic Jesuit secondary 

school which will use the Cristo Rey model of education to serve young men and women from Chicago’s west side. Through 

the Cristo Rey model, a quality education is made affordable for students whose families could not otherwise pay the tuition 

charged by private schools. Students earn three-quarters of their tuition costs while gaining valuable, life-changing skills and 

experience working at Chicago area companies . Former Saint Ignatius Assistant-Principal, Brendan Conroy, has become the 

Principal of Christ the King and several  alumni and friends of Ignatius will be involved in different capacities. 

The Jesuit presence in Chicago is strong and remains solid, in order that young people who would otherwise be unable to 

attend college prep schools might have a chance to better their lives through the distinctive level of personal care or cura 

personalis that is the hallmark of Jesuit education.  It is clear that these opportunities are also made available by generous 

donors like Matt and Christine Botica, whose fi nancial commitments make that education even more possible.  Our sincerest 

thanks to the Botica family as well as Matthew Lynch, Catherine Cassidy, Brendan Conroy and all the others who have helped 

to grow the amazing Jesuit network in Chicago.  Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam.



New President’s 
Club Members
The Grainger Foundation
Dell
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Barth
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey T. Black
Mr. and Mrs. R. Neal Black ‘72
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Bonello
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Bosco
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Considine
Mr. and Mrs. James Coughlan
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Curin, Jr. ‘50
Mr. William M. Daley ‘66
Mr. and Mrs. James Delaney
Ms. Sandie Doherty
Dr. and Mrs. Michael D. 
 Doyle ‘77
Mr. and Ms. Michael A. Duffy ‘92
Mr. and Mrs. P. Kevin  Flynn
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Gavron
Mr. Graham C. Grady
Mr. Craig Harris ‘71 and 
 Mrs. Amy Harris ‘89
Mr. Hans G. Heitmann
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hutchen
Ms. Dorothy Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Knight
Mr. and Mrs. Howard L. Kruse
Mr. and Ms. Patrick S. Layng
Mr. Oswald Lewis and 
 Ms. Maria Green
Mr. and Mrs. Jack R. Magmer ‘57
Mr. Bartlett J. McCartin, III ‘90
Mr. James McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Noonan ‘63
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. O’Toole ‘58
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Parrillo, Sr. 
‘46
Ms. Kelly A. Paxson
Mr. Joseph Peterchak and 
 Ms. Jeanne Picerne
Mr. Vishu J. Ramanathan ‘93 and 
 Ms. Melissa Lupella
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reardon
Mr. Steven D. Schwager
Dr. and Mrs. Alex J. Spadoni ‘52

$5,000+ donors
The Greater 
Glory Campaign
Anonymous
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Berklacich ‘67
Mr. and Mrs. R. Neal Black ‘72
Ms. Patricia C. Bobb
Mr. Robert J. Bobb
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Botica ‘68
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Brennan
Mr. John B. Buenz
Mr. and Mrs. Eloy Burciaga
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Calderini ‘53
Mr. John J. Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. Collins ‘57
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Conway ‘69
Ms. Francesca Moroney Cooper ‘88 
 and Mr. Jeff Cooper
Mr. Philip Corboy and 
 Ms. Mary Dempsey
Dr. Joseph T. Coyle ‘61 and 
 Mrs. Genevieve Sansoucy
Mr. William M. Daley ‘66
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Engdall ‘63
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Erb ‘64
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Ewers ‘51
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Fahey
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Fornelli ‘51
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Fox ‘69
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Garriques
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Hill ‘55
Mr. David S. Hinton ‘87
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Kegaly ‘52
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Keiser
Ms. Dorothy Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Kunkel ‘74
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Lahey
The Lazzara Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Lo Vallo
Mr. Sean M. Mason ‘96
Mr. Bartlett J. McCartin, III ‘90
Mr. and Mrs. John F. McKinney ‘64
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Moss
Ms. K. Angela O’Donnell
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Pauly ‘50
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Perry
Mr. Joseph Peterchak and 
 Ms. Jeanne Picerne
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Reilly ‘50
Sage Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Soudan

Holy Family Parish Center 
The Holy Family Parish Center has been constructed and has been in 

use by church administrators and parishioners, but the major gift team at 

Ignatius continues to campaign for funds to complete it.  The church still 

needs $800,000, and is asking Ignatius alumni and friends to consider a 

naming opportunity such as $500,000 for the entire center, $200,000 for 

the elevator and accessibility, or $75,000 for the Pastor’s offi ce complex.  

(More opportunities can be found at www.holyfamilyparishcenter.org.)  

Many individuals in the classes of 1940-1950 took advantage of the IRA tax 

law to make a larger donation than they would have been able to otherwise.  

Contact John Chandler at (312) 432-8350 or john.chandler@ignatius.org to 

fi nd out more about this ongoing partnership and project.

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction
On February 13, several alumni were inducted into the Saint Ignatius 

Athletic Hall of Fame during the varsity boys’ basketball game vs. Guerin 

Prep. New inductees were Daniel Gallery ’18 (football), Chuck Collins ’21 

(football), John Gaffney ’52 (football, basketball & track), Fred Nosal ’52 

(football), Jack Kegaly ’52 (football), Terry Biernat ’55 (football and track), 

Michelle Hanson ’82 (volleyball & track), Claire Larmon ’92 (basketball) and 

the 1945 City Champion Football Team.   A special moment was observed 

when Ed Hoyle ‘54 was speaking highly of old friend, John Gaffney ’52 

(dec’d), to a group of bystanders at a reception prior to the game. He said 

that John was “his hero.” When he asked the group, “Do any of you remem-

ber John?” a woman with a watchful eye happened to be passing by and 

said, “I knew him very well. He was my husband.” A wonderful conversation 

about John ensued. Another highlight came during the halftime presenta-

tion at the game when alumna and former Ignatius employee, Claire Mol-

loy Larmon ‘92, received a rousing applause from current students and 

families.  Congratulations to all new inductees!  Watch for more photos to 

appear in the summer Saint Ignatius Magazine.

Estate & Tax Advisory Council
to Host Women’s Workshop
All are invited to attend a special workshop hosted by the Saint Ignatius 

Estate and Tax Advisory Council in conjunction with the Women’s Council. 

The April 26, 2008 workshop will cover issues of interest to women, includ-

ing fi nance management and health care issues. Activities will take place at 

the school. A continental breakfast will be served at 9:00 a.m., followed by 

the workshop at 9:30 then a boxed lunch at 12:00 noon. For more informa-

tion, call Ed Evert ’57 at 312.432.8314 or ed.evert@ignatius.org.

T T   hank ouY Y 
FOR YOUR RECENT GIFTS
November 7, 2007 - February 27, 2008

Dr. and Mrs. Alex J. Spadoni ‘52
Mr. Kenneth A. Steel, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Stokes
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. 
 Tully, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. 
 Underwood
Mr. and Mrs. F. Paul 
 Valenti, Jr. ‘59
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. 
 Van Grinsven
The Walsh Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Walsh ‘65
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew M.   
 Walsh, Jr. ‘64

The Annual Fund
Parent Annual Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Philip C. 
 Allen, Jr. ‘81
Ayco Charitable Foundation
Mr. Peter J. Brennan
Mr. and Mrs. P. Kevin  Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. 
 Harney ‘76
Dr. and Mrs. William F. Hartsell
Dr. David Hecht and 
 Dr. Gail Hecht
Mr. Malcolm Lambe and 
 Ms. Linda M. Usher
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Lauer
Dr. Ferdinand Leya and Dr.   
Christina Chomka Leya
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick C. Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. Steven D. 
 McCormick
Mr. Steven Molo and 
 Dr. Mary Molo
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory A.   
 Nickele
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Perry
Dr. Audrius Plioplys and 
 Dr. Sigita Plioplys
Mr. Stephane Rambaud
Mr. Paul J. Reilly ‘72 and 
 Dr. Mary P. Reilly
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. 
 Starshak ‘63
Mr. and Mrs. Algis Strikas
Mr. Thomas Williams and 
 Ms. Kelly Quinn

Tuition Assistance Annual Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony L. Barbato
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Becht
Helen Brach Foundation
Mr. Peter J. Brennan
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene J. 
 Bruckert ‘52
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence W. 
 Cavanaugh ‘71
Dr. and Mrs. Fady T. Charbel
Mr. Kevin P. Cronin ‘75
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh J. 
 Flannery ‘79
Mr. Hans G. Heitmann
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. 
 Herdman ‘66
Frank J. Lewis Foundation
Ms. Geraldine Lichterman
Mr. Bruce C. Liimatainen
Mr. George P. Mair ‘71
Mr. and Mrs. James J. 
 McDonough ‘51
Mr. and Mrs. James D. 
 McKinney ‘65
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro 
Menchaca ‘81
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Mrs. Rosemary O’Neil
Mr. Robert J. Ready ‘43
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Reusché
Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Schauer
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. 
 Simon ‘50
Mr. Philip C. Stahl
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Terry ‘55
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Wall ‘44
Dr. Kevin F. Walsh ‘75
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Weicher
William Blair & Company
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. 
 Zimmermann ‘42

Annual Operating Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hutchen
Mr. and Mrs. James D. 
 McKinney ‘65
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Volk

Higher Achievement 
Program at Ignatius
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. 
 Herdman ‘66
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President’s Photos 
TOP LEFT:  The 2007-08 National 
Achievement Program (NAP) fi nalists 
are photographed with Fr. Paulson and 
Dr. Karl in the fall.  NAP recognizes top 
African-American high school scholars.
 
TOP RIGHT:  Fr. Paulson celebrates 
Mass before the annual President’s 
Dinner in October.  To his right stands 
Fr. Patrick Dorsey, S.J.
  
BOTTOM LEFT:  Fr. Paulson honors 
Fr. Joseph Brennan, S.J., rector at Saint 
Ignatius, with a plaque during his recent 
50th anniversary as a Jesuit priest.

BOTTOM RIGHT:  Young alums who 
attended the Jesuit Cup game (Ignatius 
Wolfpack vs. Loyola Academy Ram-
blers) talk with Fr. Paulson.

1076 West Roosevelt Road  I  Chicago, Illinois  I  60608

President’s Report

PLEASE REMEMBER 
SAINT IGNATIUS 

COLLEGE PREP IN 
YOUR WILL AND 
ESTATE PLANS.

Donate to Renovate Gym
Some inspired families of current Ignatius 
athletes are helping the school reach out to 
alumni who were involved in gym sports so 
they might contribute to the “Donate to Reno-
vate” campaign to improve the Gentile Gymna-
sium.  $5,000 pledges are encouraged, which 
can be paid off over three years and which will 
be recognized prominently on a plaque to be 
displayed in the gym.  Other naming opportuni-
ties include the court ($100,000), the east and 
west bleachers ($100,000 each), the set of 
scoreboards ($50,000) and the painting of the 
gym ($50,000).  Construction is set to begin 
immediately after school ends in June so it will 
be ready for the 2008-09 school year.  Please 
contact Tom Ramsden if you are interested in 
supporting this endeavor: (312) 432-8346 or tom.
ramsden@ignatius.org


